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SOUTH KOREA To Fund EDUCATION PROGRAM In IRVINE KING SEJONG
INSTITUTE
Korean Language And Culture Overseas

PARIS - IRVINE - SEOUL, 02.07.2018, 08:06 Time

USPA NEWS - In a Global Initiative to promote Korean Language and Culture Overseas, the Korean American Center has been
selected by South Korea to establish the Irvine King Sejong Institute. Under S. Korea's Ministry of Culture, Sports, and Tourism, King
Sejong Institute serves Adult Korean Learners and Educators in 57 Countries by providing Operational Support, Standardized
Curriculum, and Professional Development for Teachers. The Korean American Center will be one of Nine Sites designated in the U.S.
and will be collaboratively operated by Busan Foreign Studies University.

In a Global Initiative to promote Korean Language and Culture Overseas, the Korean American Center has been selected by South
Korea to establish the Irvine King Sejong Institute. Under S. Korea's Ministry of Culture, Sports, and Tourism, King Sejong Institute
serves Adult Korean Learners and Educators in 57 Countries by providing Operational Support, Standardized Curriculum, and
Professional Development for Teachers. The Korean American Center will be one of Nine Sites designated in the U.S. and will be
collaboratively operated by Busan Foreign Studies University.

In the Rigorous Annual Selection Process, the Korean American Center was one of Sixteen Sites selected Globally and the Only Site
selected in North America in 2018. According to Korean American Center's, Managing Director, Tammy Kim, "We were selected for
this Prestigious Designation because of the Successful Implementation of our Own Korean Language Program, which has become
one of the Largest Non-Collegiate Programs in the U.S. for Adult Learners. We demonstrated there is a Strong Demand in the
Community." 

Kim explained that nearly 75% of the Adult Learners served are Non-Korean and 30% come from Outside of Orange County, such as
Los Angeles, Riverside, San Bernardino and San Diego Counties. Many Students are interested in learning Korean for Professional or
Business Reasons because they work in Korean Influenced Industries such as Online Gaming at Companies like Blizzard, or they
work for Local Korean Based Companies such as Hyundai and Kia. Others are interested because of Korean Pop Culture, referred to
as the 'Korean Wave.' "As a King Sejong Institute, we will provide even Greater Accessibility for those who are interested in Korean
Language and Culture."

Orange County is Home to the Second Largest Korean Population in the U.S. and the County's Fastest Growing Community. "Through
this Designation, the Wider Community will have a Pathway to better understand and connect with the Korean Community," said Meg
Lee, Chief Instructor for Korean American Center.

The Institute will offer Beginner and Intermediate level Korean Language Classes beginning in September and will be opened to all
Adults in the Community.
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